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problem, not one of the accidents, for which we can
hope in any intelligible sense to account. To give
any "justification" is equally impossible. The book
of Job really suggests an impossible, one may almost
say a meaningless, problem. We can give an intel-
ligible meaning to a demand for justice when we can
suppose that a man has certain antecedent rights,
which another man may respect or neglect. But
this has no meaning as between the abstraction
" nature " and the concrete facts which are them-
selves nature. It is unjust to meet equal claims
differently. But it is not "unjust" in any intelligible
sense that one being should be a monkey and another
a man, any more than that part of me should be a
hand and another head. The question would only
arise if we supposed that the man and the monkey
had existed before they were created, and had then
possessed claims to equal treatment. The most
logical theologians, indeed, admit that as between
creature and creator there can be properly no ques-
tion of justice. The pot and the potter cannot com-
plain of each other. If the writer of Job had been
able to show that the virtuous were rewarded and
the vicious punished, he would only have transferred
the problem to another issue. The judge might be
justified, but the creator would be condemned. How
can it be just to place a being where he is certain to